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Legislation
• Chapter 646 of 2024 – Health and safety at Work Act

• SL 646.27 - LN 52 of 2025 -HEALTH AND SAFETY AT WORK (MINIMUM 
HEALTH AND SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR WORK AT CONSTRUCTION 
SITES)REGULATIONS,  
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PS: non-liability
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• Suitable: A suitable risk assessment is one that is appropriate for the 

specific hazards and risks present in a particular environment or task. 
It should take into account the unique characteristics of the workplace/ 
task, the tasks being performed, and the individuals involved. This 
means that the assessment must be tailored to effectively identify and 
address the risks associated with that context.
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• A sufficient risk assessment is comprehensive enough to cover all 
relevant hazards and risks. It should provide enough detail to ensure 
that all potential dangers are identified and evaluated. This includes 
considering the likelihood of incidents occurring, the severity of 
potential outcomes, and the effectiveness of existing control measures. 
A sufficient assessment ensures that all necessary precautions are 
taken to protect health and safety.

Sufficient
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Systematic

• A systematic risk assessment follows a structured and methodical 
process. This involves clearly defined steps, such as identifying 
hazards, assessing risks, implementing control measures, and 
reviewing the assessment regularly. A systematic approach ensures 
that no steps are overlooked and that the assessment is thorough and 
repeatable. It also helps in maintaining consistency in how risks are 
evaluated and managed over time.
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Hierarchy of Controls Overview

• 1. Elimination
• 2. Substitution
• 3. Engineering Controls
• 4. Administrative Controls
• 5. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
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Key Safety Data in Construction
• Incident and accident reports

• Near‑ miss reports

• Inspections and audit

• Risk assessments & method statements

• Training records
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Incident & Accident Data
• Mandatory reporting and investigation – Employee are obliged to 

report and employers are obliged to investigate these reports.

• Identifies systemic failures

• Required for corrective measures
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Near‑ Miss Reporting
• SL 646.27 promotes preventive action
• (maintain safe workplaces, continuously monitor site conditions, reduce risks at source 

ALARP)
• The legislation is preventive by design. It is not only concerned with reacting to accidents 

but with identifying dangers before harm occurs.

• • Near‑ misses show where controls are weak
• E.g. a worker slipping but not falling, tools falling from height without striking anyone. Such 

events show failures in controls such as housekeeping, guarding (ex. toe boards in scaffolds)
• Near misses provide early warning signs, allowing corrective action before incidents happen
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Health Surveillance for Confined Spaces
• Only workers who have undergone health surveillance and certified medically fit to enter and work 

in a Confined Space.
• Medical conditions for which a person may not be certified fit to enter and work in a confined space.
• A history of fainting, black-outs or bouts of loss of consciousness, including a history of epilepsy or 

uncontrolled diabetes mellitus
• A history of shortness of breath
• Disabilities related to limited dexterity or mobility, whether temporary or permanent
• A history of mental disease or of any other relevant mental condition
• A history of heart disease or high blood pressure
• Severe disabilities related to hearing or vision
• A history of drug or alcohol abuse, or when a worker is taking medication liable to cause              

drowsiness, lack of co-ordination, slowing of reflexes or response times or disorientation
• Any other serious medical condition which in the opinion of the medical practitioner                         

carrying out the examination should preclude a worker from being certified fit to enter or to work                                         
in a confined space.
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What Is a Hazardous Substance?

• Any Chemical that can harm health which they come into 
various matters:

• Solid
• Liquid
• Gas
• Vapour
• Dust
• Fume
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What is a Safety Data Sheet (SDS)?
• A Safety Data Sheet (formerly called Material Safety Data Sheet) is 

a detailed informational document prepared by the manufacturer 
or importer of a hazardous chemical. It describes the physical and 
chemical properties of the product.

• A SDS tells workers and employers:
• What the substance is
• What dangers it presents
• How to work with it safely
• What to do in an emergency

• Think of it as the instruction manual for chemical safety
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• Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) Regulations

• To prevent or adequately control exposure to hazardous materials to 
workers’ health.

• It applies to chemicals, dust, and biological agents 
• SDSs are essential because they:

• Support risk assessments and COSHH/Chemical Agent assessments
• Provide emergency response guidance
• Ensure legal compliance
• Support training and supervision
• Provides valuable information to employer and employees

• In safety terms, an SDS is an information control measure.
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Contents of SDS

• The sections of the SDS:
• 1. Identification
• 2. Hazard Identification
• 3. Composition/ Information on 

Ingredients
• 4. First aid Measures
• 5. Fire Fighting Measures
• 6. Accidental Release Measures
• 7. Handling and storage
• 8. Exposure Controls/ PPE

• 9. Physical and chemical properties
• 10. Stability and reactivity
• 11. Toxicological information
• 12. Ecological information
• 13.Disposal Consideration
• 14. Transport Information
• 15. Regulatory information
• 16. Other information
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Different types of Asbestos



Click to edit Master title style

• Click to edit Master text styles
• Second level

• Third level
• Fourth level

• Fifth level

Undergraduate Diploma in 
Occupational Health & SafetyNotification (Asbestos)

• All works involving asbestos may only commence once 
the authority has been duly notified by the employer. 

• Notification is to include;
• Location of worksite, type and quantity of asbestos, activity 
and procedure, number of workers, start date and duration 
of work, protective measures to be taken. Workers are to be 
notified of this information. If the asbestos dust exposure is 
likely to increase or there is a change in working conditions a 
new notification is to be submitted.

• R e m o v a l  o f  A s b e s t o s  E f o r m : 
h t t p s : / / w w w . o h s a . m t / e f o r m s / a s b e s t o s

https://www.ohsa.mt/eforms/asbestos
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What is Bitumen 
• Bitumen is natural, not a residue of petroleum refining
• Used as a biding agent 
• A blend of various chemical compounds (over 10,000) 

whose precise composition is impossible to list.
• Compounds known as polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 
• Exposure • respiratory, through inhalation of emissions  

cutaneous, through direct contact with the products, 
substance clothing residues settling on the skin or 
possibly through
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Actions To Reduce the Risks (Bitumen)

• Reduce exposure level (avoid contact to skin, eyes and inhalation)
• Provide forced ventilation in confined areas (garages, tunnels) 
• Use PPE
• Good hygiene (change clothes, wash hands, shower) 
• Avoid smoking 
• A suitable risk assessment
• Health Surveillance
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• Assignment Deadline: 30th April 2026


